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2 English language summary:

Because of the international nature of the shipping industry, it has long been recognized
that action to Improve safety in maritime operation is more effective if carried out at the
international level rarer than by Individual countries acting unilaterally and without co-

ordination.

It coos against this background that a conference neled by the united nation in 1948
adopted a convention establishing the international maritime organization (IMO) as the first

ever international body devoted exclusively to maritime matters.

In the 10 years period between the adoption of the convention and its entry into force in
1958, other problems related to safety but requiring slightly different emphasis had attracted
international attention. On of the most important of these was the threat of marine pollution
by oil carried in tankers. An international convention on this subject was adopted in 1954,
and responsibility for administering and promoting it was assumed by IMO in January 1959.
From the very beginning, the improvements of maritime pollution have been IMO’s most
important objectives. In the early 2000 s maritime security became another major focus for

the organization.

The overall objectives are summed up in the IMO slogan:” safe, secure and efficient

shipping on clean oceans”.



The organization is the only united nations specialized agency to have its meaquorters in
the united kingdom. It currently (june 2013) has 170 members. Its governing body, the
assembly, meets once every two years, between session the council, consisting of 40

member governments elected by the assembly, acts as IMO’s governing body.

IMO has promoted the adoption of some 50 convention and protocols and adopted more

than 1000 codes and recommendation concerning maritime safety and security, the

prevention of pollution and related matters.
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! See article 3, 1996 protocol to the convention on the prevention of marine pollution by dumping in
implementing this protocol, contracting parties sall apply a precautionary approach to environmental protection
from dumping of wastes or other matter where by appropriate preventative measures are taken where is
reason to believe that waster or other matter introduced into the marine environment are likely to cause harm
even when there is no conclusive evidence to prove a causal relation between inputs and their effects.

% See article 4, 1996 protocol to the convention on the prevention of marine pollution by dumping of wastes

and other matter of 29 Decembre 1972 (London, 7 November 1996). Contracting parties shall prohibit the

dumping of any wastes 1. Or other mutterer us the exception of those listed in annex 1.
3 See article3 “contracting parties shall....1 training of scientific and technical personnel for research,

monitoring and en for cement, including as appropriate the supply of necessary Equipment and facilities with a

view to.
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! Streng thening national capabilities ; 2 advice on inplementation of this protocol ; 3
information and technical cooperation relating to waste mini mization and clean production
processes; 4 information and technical cooperation relating to the disposal and treatment of
waste and other measures to prevent, reduce and where practicable eliminate pollution
caused by dumping; and. 5 access to and transfer of environmentally sound technologies

and corresponding knowhow.
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