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Abstract
The present study has started theoretically from the consensual democracy, in which Arend
Lijphart has seen it as mechanism towards the democratic governance in the ethnically divided
communities. Since we selected the South Africa country as a case study, we have conducted
this study to see to what extent consensual democracy principles of this political system are
implemented in terms of presented hypotheses including the connection of multiple ethnic
groups with the successful application of such a democracy as well as the relationship between
the application of consensual democracy principles and their role in social and political
stability. This research study has been directed methodologically in case study, taking into
consideration the South Africa country as typical case in the African continent in order to see
to what extent this type of democracy is successful in Africa, indeed, numerous African
countries share the same social structure with South Africa which is characterized with the
social division. During this study, we have found that the South African society is mainly
consisted of four ethnic groups which are: the blacks as the major part of population, then the
whites, the colored, and the Indians. What is more, this society is divided into linguistic and
religious segments.
The present study had the foundation structure and political rules which have been consented
after the transitional process from the apartheid system to the consensual democratic system.
Thus we have seen that the consensual principles were adopted as local government,
Proportional electoral system, the principle of power-sharing, the representation of minorities
at the level of elected councils as Arend Lijphart identified them. In addition, this study
examines the method to make public policies and how well it should respect the public
consensual principles which guarantee the minorities’ voices and their criticisms towards this
system as well as the confronted problems that disturb the operation of settling the social and
political stability.
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